SPOUTING   GEYSERS   IN   A  DESOLATE   LAVA   FIELD   OF   SOUTHWESTERN  ICELAND

Gunnarsson

This gloomy stretch of land is not, like most other deserts, barren because
it lacks water; a river flows through it and it is rich in many springs.
These springs are hot, but so are those of Gafsa, which, nevertheless,
malte the district fertile. This land, is desert because it is covered with

a lava flow, as are thousands of square miles in Iceland, which is a
volcanic island. The surface lava powders into a fine sand that, being
carried by the wind, travels for lon# distances and renders sterile land